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HORNSBY HOUSE

SCHOOL ee

Hearnville Road SW12 8RS
Website hornsbyhouse.org.uk
Head Edward Rees Pupils 437
day: 210 boys, 227 girls Ages 411
Term Fees £8,082

‘As soon as | walked into Hornsby,
I felt at home,” says one parent, who
describes the head, Edward Rees, as
‘approachable and down to earth’.
As most pupils live within walking
or cycling distance, there’s a focus
here on serving the local commu-
nity. The same generosity of spirit
is reflected in the provision of five
specialist SEND teachers and assis-
tants. Away from book learning,
every student displays artwork in
the annual summer exhibition,
takes off-site jaunts to Forest School
and can join one of four choirs.
Work has started on extending and
refurbishing the main building; and
this will result in a fabulous new
performing arts space — which will
doubtless be put to good use, given
that the staff recently staged a sur-
prise nativity play for children and
parents — the head of the Lower
School rode in astride a real camel!

KENSINGTON PREP
SCHOOL e

596 Fulbam Road SW6 5PA
Website kensingtonprep.gdst. net
Head Rachel Floyd

Pupils 300 day girls Ages 4—11
Term Fees £8,704

Families clamour to get their girls
into this Fulham-based school,
whose appeal, says one parent, is
that it ‘strives to perfectly balance
inspiring children to learn — for the
passion of learning — while prepar-
ing them for the 11-plus exams’.
Underpinning this approach is the
motto ‘Growing great minds’; so
curiosity, contentment and creativity
are cultivated here. Extracurricular
options include artistic gymnastics,
coding and football (in partner-
ship with Fulham FC), and on the
recently introduced outdoor class-
room days, the whole school joins
in such activities as building fires
and planting. The popular head is
moving on, and whoever takes over
will inherit a happy, wholesome —
and high-achieving — establish-
ment, which tends to send leavers
to the likes of St Paul’s Gitls, Putney
High and Godolphin & Latymer.

KNIGHTSBRIDGE

SCHOOL ee

67 Pont Street SW1X 0BD
Website knightsbridgeschool.com
Head Shona Colago Pupils 379
day: 190 boys, 189 girls Ages 3—16
Term Fees £10,789
Knightsbridge School certainly
makes the most of its location.
Students recently designed a menu
in collaboration with the nearby
Mandarin Oriental Hyde Park —
and even sampled some dishes
whipped up by its chef — while,
surely inspired by their chic sur-
roundings, they also attended a JCA
London Fashion Academy work-
shop led by Jimmy Choo himself.
Children participated in an entre-
preneur competition for which they
presented sustainable product ideas
to businesspeople, and spent as
much energy in raising money for
charity as well. Budding actors
perform at the Chelsea Theatre,
while the school choir performs
carols for nurseries and nursing
homes. KS’s biggest strength is that
it is such a happy place, where each
child can be themselves and find
their way, concludes one parent.
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NEWTON PREP

SCHOOL ee

149 Battersea Park Road

SW8 4BX

Website newtonprepschool.co.uk
Head Graeme McCafferty Pupils
641 day: 346 boys, 295 girls Ages
4—13 Term Fees £9,780

A truly ‘fresh and forward-thinking
school’” with an ‘unstuffy vibe’,
according to one recent visitor,
Newton Prep is a hidden south
London gem. Even longtime locals
report their surprise and delight
when they discover its unusually
vast facilities, which include a large
all-weather pitch, three sports halls,
a dance studio and an orchard
garden. Parents love that this is a
prep that ‘cares about academics
and supports the children to reach
their maximum potential’ without
being a hothouse. This makes for
decidedly well-rounded, kind and
happy pupils who relish their time
here. Tve done things, one told us,
‘that I never would've thought of.’

NORLAND PLACE

SCHOOL ee

162-166 Holland Park Avenue
W11 4UH

Website norlandplace.com

Head Patrick Mattar Pupils 230
day: 115 boys, 115 girls Ages 4—13
Term Fees £9,574

It is housed in three conjoined and
impressive buildings in Holland
Park, but parents love how Norland
Place is neither ‘overly smart’ nor
flashy. Instead, it ‘has its priorities
right’, with staff that are ‘genuinely
invested’, who always ‘strive for the
best for children’. In turn, the stu-
dents enjoy their time here so much
that they can sometimes be found
wearing their uniforms on week-
ends; a reminder of the ‘amazing
community they adore being a part
of. ‘I feel like I'm in a big family,
one current pupil tells us — and they
certainly are one. Most live within
a 20-minute walk from the school,
some have parents or grandparents
who also attended, and all the chil-
dren are heavily involved in the
neighbourhood, whether they’re
visiting care homes or supporting
local charities.
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